
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruitment... 

Recruit new members for this 

season and get a recruitment 

patch for every new partici-

pant! 

Smoke Signal  
A Publication of the YMCA of Arlington, TX   Father/Child Program  

May 2010 

Inside this issue: 

Dads  Appreciation Dinner  

June 8, 7-9pm @ J. Gilligan's  

Open to any Dad  

that is a member of this program   

Rocket Shoot  

Papoose, Princess, Guides, Trail  

& the entire Family  

May 15 

River Legacy Park  

Cost: FREE!! Patches $3 each 

11:15 am Rockets due for judging (optional)  

12:00 noon Awards  

12:00-2:00 rocket Launching  

Online Registration  

Program & Event reg-

istration is available at  

ymca-arlington.org  

Calendar  2 
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Trailõs End Trip 9 

YMCA Summer  10 

Splash Day  11 

 

Upcoming Eventsé 

Trail Rafting Trip  

May 7-9 

New Braunfels  

Cost: $55/person  

Elder: Jim Norris 817.419.9053   Elder: Gene Hubble 817.457.7466   Elder: Mike Ginani 469.767.3051  

Elder: John Geyerman 817.473.0218 Elder: David Adams    Elder: Jim Gammon  

Elder: Wes Maness 817.645.0313  Elder: Charles Richards 817.522.3810 Bold names are new elders this year.  

Federation Chief : Jeff Cloud 817.453.4641        Asst. Federation Chief : Bill Darroch  

Program Manager : Rodney Smith 817.505.3383 rodneys@ymca -arlington.org  

  Papoose Chief : Jay Moore     Guides Chief : Scott Ferrell  

  Princess Chief : Mike Ginani     Trail Chief : Tracy Storm  

Federation Meshenewa : Wes Maness 
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Events Papoose Princess Guides Trail

3-5 Yrs K-3rd K-3rd 4th & up

New Chief's Orientation 16-Jun 16-Jun 16-Jun 16-Jun

YMCA YMCA YMCA YMCA

4th of July Parade (Arlington) 4-Jul 4-Jul 4-Jul 4-Jul

Little Chiefs Longhouse 18-Aug 18-Aug 18-Aug 18-Aug

Carnival 29-Aug 29-Aug 29-Aug 29-Aug

Trail Event Sep 11 - Sep 13

Rafting Trip

New Dad's Orientation 8-Sep 8-Sep 8-Sep 8-Sep

YMCA YMCA YMCA YMCA

Induction 19-Sep 19-Sep 19-Sep 19-Sep

Lake Arlington Lake Arlington Lake Arlington Lake Arlington

Fall Campout Event Sep 25 - 27 Oct 23 - 25 Oct 16 - 18 Oct 2 - 4

Cleburne SP Cooper Lake Eisenhower SP

Rock climbing - 

Pedernales Falls 

SP

Turkey Shoot 7-Nov 7-Nov 7-Nov 7-Nov

Federation Community Day 14-Nov 14-Nov 14-Nov 14-Nov

Papoose Event 21-Nov

Princess Dance 4-Dec

Arlington Parade of Lights 12-Dec 12-Dec 12-Dec 12-Dec

Papoose Christmas Party 13-Dec

Federation Winter Campout Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31

Loyd Park Loyd Park Loyd Park Loyd Park

Daddy Daughter Date Night 21-Feb

Father-Son Event 8-Jan

Federation Fund Raiser Dinner 27-Feb 27-Feb 27-Feb 27-Feb

Pinewood Derby 6-Mar 6-Mar 6-Mar 6-Mar

Papoose Event 13-Mar

Family Campout Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28

Ray Roberts - IDB Ray Roberts - IDB Ray Roberts- - IDB Ray Roberts - IDB

Spring Campout Event Apr 23 - 25 Apr 16 - 18 Apr 9 - 11 May 7 - 9

Ray Roberts - JB Purtis Creek Lake Murray Rafting Trip

Rocket Shoot 15-May 15-May 15-May 15-May

Chief's Appreciation Dinner 18-May 18-May 18-May 18-May

Trail End Trip June 10 - 13 June 10 - 13 June 10 - 13

San Ant/ Lexington San Ant/ Lexington San Ant/ Lexington

Updated: 3/2/2010

YMCA Father/Child Program

Events Calendar 2009-2010

** The latest calendar will always be online at this address: http://www.ymca -arlington.org/fcEventCalendar.asp  
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We have one last fun - filled month in the home stretch 

for our Program activities before we take a short 

breather for the summer. I hope that you have enjoyed 

your one -on -one time with your children this year while 

participating in our one -of -a-kind events.  Remember, 

you and your kids get out what you put in, and that 

means putting in that extra effort to attend events.  

Our children grow up so fast; my oldest daughter, Shin-

ing Cloud, has now passed from Princess into Trails, my 

second daughter, Thunder Cloud is now in Princess, and 

my youngest daughter, (yet to be named), is waiting in 

the wings.  She was just born when Shining Cloud and I 

went on our first Princess campout.  Wow, that doesnôt 

seem like 4 years agoé 

The final campout of the year is the Spring Rafting Trip for the Trails Nation on May 7 -9 in 

New Braunfels at the Rockinô R.  Next up, donôt miss out on the Dadôs Appreciation Din-

ner on June 8, 7 -9pm at J. Gilliganôs. Come out for food, fellowship, and brainstorming 

on how to make YOUR program better next year.  Next is the Rocket Shoot on May 15 at 

River Legacy Park.  Guides Nation Chief Big Moon posted some information in the Guides 

Nation write -up, and there is a page dedicated to this event elsewhere in this issue.  Fi-

nally, attend the Trails End Trip; it will be a trip unlike our other events of the year.  I 

canôt wait to spend an evening on the USS Lexington aircraft carrier from WWII and the 

Korean War.  Her nickname is ñThe Blue Ghostò and she is rumored to have a ghost of the 

engine room operator who was killed in battle.  Her nickname comes not from the other-

worldly resident, but from the fact that the Japanese could not sink her in WWII, so 

thought she was a ghost.  

ñShe sinks beneath the deep blue seas each evening, all hands aboard, only to re-appear 

each morning on the horizon.òéJapanese sailor 

http://www.usslexington.com/index.php?

option=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=24  

 

One last item, I would like to thank Running Buck (Wes Maness) and Shot with Two Ar-

rows (John Geyerman) for taking an active part in helping our membership learn about 

and participate in the specific Native American themed activities that are at the core of our 

program.  They are a resource for all of us and expect to see them at an event or even at 

one of your tribeôs monthly meetings. 

 ñTreat the earth well, It was not given to you by your parents, 

 It was loaned to you by your children.  

 Indian Proverb.ò 
 Washte,  

Federation Chief ñLightning Cloudò 
Trailmate ñShining Cloudò 

Zuni Princess ñThundercloudò 
(Jeff, Andie, Keira) 

More details on all the events are in this Smoke Signal and on our web site:  

http://www.Blackland -Prairie.org  

http://www.usslexington.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=24
http://www.usslexington.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=24
http://www.Blackland-Prairie.org


 Page 4  

Yatahey! 

Greetings to all Papoose nation members from your new nation chief -Standing 

Stone. 

First, please let me take a moment to introduce myself.  My name is Jay Moore.  I am 

a father of three with another one on the way.  I have two daughters currently in the 

Father/Child Program -Alluwee (Dancing Dragonfly) who has just graduated up to 

Princess after 3 wonderful years in the Hawk tribe, and Ayvelen (Running Rabbit) 

who is looking forward to her second year in the Hawk tribe.  Professionally, Iõm an 

Independent Petroleum Geologist, but, like many of you, I wear many -many hats. 

  Iõm very excited about my coming tenure as chief of the Mighty Papoose nation 

and am grateful to have Nathan Brown, chief of the Bear tribe as my Assistant Nation 

Chief. Iõll Endeavour to meet as many of you in the coming weeks and months as 

possible, but I also encourage you to introduce yourselves to me and let me know 

how I can make your experience more enjoyable and rewarding for both you and 

your children.  

As I write this, Iõm still recuperating from a fun filled weekend at our Spring Camp-

out.  Many thanks to Nathan Brown, Chief of the Bear tribe, and his many braves for 

War-Chiefing and making this one of our best campouts to date. This yearõs venue-

Ray Roberts State Parkõs Johnson Branch unit is a new one for me, and I cannot rec-

ommend it more highly.  The facilities are new, and well maintained, and judging 

from the results of our fishing contest -Many good fish can be caught in the Kidõs 

Fishing Pond.  

At our Spring Campout Bonfire Ceremony, we passed the headdresses to our next 

generation of Tribal Chiefs.  I want to thank these gentlemen for taking the lead and 

look forward to working with them in the coming year.  

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Dadõs meeting on June 8th at J. Gilliganõs 

and the annual Rocket shoot being held May 15 th; Details on both of these events 

can be found elsewhere in this issue of the Smoke Signal.  

Until then -Take care of one another and try to remember that theyõre only young 

once. 

May Peace and good fortune favor you,  

Jay, Alluwee, and Ayvelen Moore (Standing Stone, Dancing Dragonfly, and 

Running Rabbit)  
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Ya Ta Hey Mighty Princess Nation!  

Wow!  What a great spring campout.  I have heard from many who have said that this campout 

was their daughterõs favorite.  There was no shortage of activities for the kids ð Geocache, Photo 

Scavenger Hunt, Olympics, Fishing, and of course - water balloon fights!  The weather was great 

for most of the campout.  Brian and I had the pleasure of interviewing the Thunderbird and 

Golden Thunderbird Patch Earners.  Congrats to Kaylee Berry of Kichai , Madison Fulks of 

Comanche , and Zuni Princesses Emily Farr, Paige Patrick, Erika Perez .  A special congrats 

to Micah Walker of Zuni , who earned the Golden Thunderbird Patch.   These princesses are 

truly inspiring.  It definitely motivated me to encourage my daughter to strive for this achieve-

ment.  Congrats again to them!  That night, we did the headdress exchange.  I am truly honored 

to accept the headdress from Brian Hill.  Brian did an excellent job of leading us the past year.  

Letõs give him a major Kudos! 

I am excited that we have a very strong Assistant Nation Chief in Rob Williams.  Rob has already 

shown his commitment to the program.  Rob was responsible for putting together the video for 

the program that is on the YMCA website and available in DVDs to be handed out.  I know he 

will do a great job.  In addition, I am impressed with the New Tribal Chiefs.  It looks like we have 

some excellent leadership but we can always use more.  Please consider getting involved and 

volunteering for different roles within the tribe such as Assistant Chief, Wampum Bearer, Web 

Spinner, Etc.  Your experience with your daughter will be enhanced by getting involved and 

taking on tribal responsibilities.  

It may seem like the Father/Child program is wrapping up for the current year, but I believe 

now is a very important time for the program.  Now is the time to plan your summer activities 

with your tribe.  Letõs not lose interest over the summer.  Letõs remember the great times you 

have spent with your daughter throughout the year ð camping, dances, pinewood derby, deeds, 

etc.  If you are in the program and involved, you are a great dad!  You canõt be a bad one.  Will 

you join me in committing to the program next year and staying involved?  In addition, will you 

commit to helping others be great dads by spreading the word about the program?  

Below is some info on our upcoming events:  

Rocket Shoot at River Legacy Park on May 15 th ð You need to buy your rocket and start building 

it!  Launch time is noon but letõs make a day of it.  Many of us are showing up as early as 8am to 

ride bikes.  Also, feel free to bring food to cook -out. 

NEW EVENT!  Dadõs appreciation Dinner - June 8th at 7pm at J. Gilliganõs. ð This is a time of fel-

lowship among the dadõs.  We will talk about the future of the program and we welcome your in-

put - good and bad.  The cost is only Five Bucks for the meal.  Please come!  

Sincerely,  

Teaching Bear and Dancing Daisy  

Mike and Madison Ginani  
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Ya Ta Hey or òOkió (òhelloó in Blackfoot) Mighty Guides Nation.  I am Big Moon and my little brave is 

Little Galaxy of the Blackfoot tribe and together we will be serving as the Guides Nation Chief and 

Little Chief this next 2010 -11 year.  It was an honor for me to take the headdress from Bob Famigletti 

who served you so well this past year and whose BIG shoes I will do my best to fill.  Fortunately, I am 

blessed with AWESOME leadership in my assistant Brad Millican of the Tonkawa tribe and by many 

tribal chiefs and assistant chiefs whom you have placed your trust and confidence in for this next 

year.  The passion and enthusiasm of these fine men at the last Longhouse was truly inspirational.  You 

are in good hands, however, they cannot do it alone!  Please pledge with me to pray for your leader-

ship and to say òyesó whenever they ask for assistance.  As with anything, you get out of it what you 

put into it.  Please do YOUR part to make this program fun and successful by participating in the ac-

tivities whenever possible, recruiting others and being the honorable roll models your sons will imi-

tate.  The time and energy you invest in their lives NOW will come back to you ten -fold in years to 

come.  You are all to be commended and admired for the love and devotion you are showing your 

kids.  Youõre all GREAT dads!  And now, on to the news that fit to printé. 

 

Spring Campout at Lake Murray was a blast as many friendly water balloon wars erupted begin-
ning on Friday afternoon until the final all out war after the running of the infamous gauntlet on Satur-

day evening.  No one was left dry to my knowledge!  The Great Spirit blessed us all with perfect 

weather, a prime location and lots of activities to share and enjoy.  At the Bonfire, tribal awards were 

announced, headdresses passed and achievement patches presented to eager Big Braves and Little 

Braves.  Tribe of the Year went to the mighty Choctaw  tribe, Honor Tribe  to the mighty Blackfoot  

tribe, the Spirit Tribe  to the mighty Mohicans  and the Spirit Award  went to the mighty Comanche  

tribe at the Sunday morning devotional.  Three kudos for the above and beyond efforts of these ex-

emplary tribes!  Many achievement patches were also awarded to hard -working Big Braves and Little 

Braves, including the highest achievement, the Silver Star, being given to Aidan Ferrell and me by 

chief Bob Famigletti.  I hope to have the same honor of presenting many patches this coming year.  

You can do it!  

 

Rocket Shoot at Legacy Park on May 15 th  will be another great event you will NOT want to miss!  
Rockets can be built or purchased completely assembled at Hobby Lobby (40% off coupons are 

available online).  Launch time starts at noon, but make a day of it with your tribes and families by 

cooking out and enjoying this great Spring weather in Texas.  It wonõt last long!  Chiefs should have 

sent info by now.  If not, call or write!  

 

NEW!  Dadõs Appreciation Dinner will be June 8th  at 7pm at J. Gilliganõs.  Itõs always nice to be 
appreciated and to give each other a pat on the back for a great year.  Itõs Dadõs Night Out for Five 

Bucks!  What a deal! So come out for food, fellowship, adult beverages and brainstorming on how to 

make YOUR program better next year.  

 

See you soon and may God Bless each and every one of you as you spend quality time with your fam-

ily and with your brothers from the Y Guides program.  

Peace, Scott and Aidan Ferrell (Big Moon and Little Galaxy)  


