
 

 

 

 

Recruitment... 

Recruit new members for this 

season and get a recruitment 

patch for every new partici-

pant! 

Smoke Signal  
A Publication of the YMCA of Arlington, TX   Father/Child Program  

Volume 2, Issue 5 

February 2010 

Inside this issue: 

Elder: Jim Norris 817.419.9053   Elder: Gene Hubble 817.457.7466   Elder: Mike Ginani 469.767.3051  

Elder: John Geyerman 817.473.0218 Elder: David Adams    Elder: Jim Gammon  

Elder: Wes Maness 817.645.0313  Elder: Charles Richards 817.522.3810 Bold names are new elders this year.  

Federation Chief : Jeff Cloud 817.453.4641 Asst. Federation Chief : Bill Darroch  

Program Manager : Rodney Smith 817.505.3383 rodneys@ymca -arlington.org  

  Papoose Chief : Bill Darroch    Guides Chief : Bob Famigletti  
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Federation Meshenewa : Wes Maness 
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Upcoming Eventsé 
* See complete calendar on page 2 * 

Daddy Daughter Date Night  

February 21  

5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Sheraton Arlington Hotel  

Cost: $55/pair, $22 each additional child  

This is THE premier event for the Princess! Also 

open to Papoose and Trail girls.  

Federation Fundraiser Dinner  

February 27  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Boles Junior High 

Cost: $8/adult, $4/child  

or $24/family  

Please come support the program, and get some 

great deals at the silent auction.!  

Pinewood Derby  

March 6, 10:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Central YMCA  

Cost: $10 for 1st kit, $7 each additional child  

$4 for extra kit  

Papoose Guides, Princess, Trail  
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Events Papoose Princess Guides Trail

3-5 Yrs K-3rd K-3rd 4th & up

New Chief's Orientation 16-Jun 16-Jun 16-Jun 16-Jun

YMCA YMCA YMCA YMCA

4th of July Parade (Arlington) 4-Jul 4-Jul 4-Jul 4-Jul

Little Chiefs Longhouse 18-Aug 18-Aug 18-Aug 18-Aug

Carnival 29-Aug 29-Aug 29-Aug 29-Aug

Trail Event Sep 11 - Sep 13

Rafting Trip

New Dad's Orientation 8-Sep 8-Sep 8-Sep 8-Sep

YMCA YMCA YMCA YMCA

Induction 19-Sep 19-Sep 19-Sep 19-Sep

Lake Arlington Lake Arlington Lake Arlington Lake Arlington

Fall Campout Event Sep 25 - 27 Oct 23 - 25 Oct 16 - 18 Oct 2 - 4

Cleburne SP Cooper Lake Eisenhower SP

Rock climbing - 

Pedernales Falls 

SP

Turkey Shoot 7-Nov 7-Nov 7-Nov 7-Nov

Federation Community Day 14-Nov 14-Nov 14-Nov 14-Nov

Papoose Event 21-Nov

Princess Dance 4-Dec

Arlington Parade of Lights 12-Dec 12-Dec 12-Dec 12-Dec

Papoose Christmas Party 13-Dec

Federation Winter Campout Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31

Loyd Park Loyd Park Loyd Park Loyd Park

Daddy Daughter Date Night 21-Feb

Father-Son Event 8-Jan

Federation Fund Raiser Dinner 27-Feb 27-Feb 27-Feb 27-Feb

Pinewood Derby 6-Mar 6-Mar 6-Mar 6-Mar

Papoose Event 13-Mar

Family Campout Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28

Ray Roberts - IDB Ray Roberts - IDB Ray Roberts- - IDB Ray Roberts - IDB

Spring Campout Event Apr 23 - 25 Apr 16 - 18 Apr 9 - 11 May 7 - 9

Ray Roberts - JB  Lake Whitney Lake Murray Rafting Trip

Rocket Shoot 15-May 15-May 15-May 15-May

Chief's Appreciation Dinner 18-May 18-May 18-May 18-May

Trail End Trip June 11 - 13 June 11 - 13 June 10 - 13

NASA / Galveston NASA / Galveston San Ant/ Lexington

Updated: 1/12/2010

YMCA Father/Child Program

Events Calendar 2009-2010

** The latest calendar will always be online at this address: http://www.ymca -arlington.org/fcEventCalendar.asp  
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YA TA HAY BLACKLAND  PRAIRIE FEDERATION ! 

As your new Federation Chief, I would like to thank Rodney 

Smith of the YMCA, Big Fireball, and all the Chiefs that have 

come before me for keeping this program alive and well all 

these years. This program has changed my life and strength-

ened the relationship I have with my daughters. It has 

brought new friends into my life and created memories we 

will never forget. Letôs keep the tradition going and bring 

more Dads into our Program, so that they can have a one of 

a kind experience with their kids too!   

ñTake a moment to read the Princess Nation page in 

this monthôs Smoke Signal for a fresh perspective on 

our Program and its effects on you and your kids.ò 

I want all of you to know that as your Federation Chief, I 

work for you.  I rely on the Nation Chiefs and Tribal Chiefs to 

communicate activities and information to you and bring 

back issues and concerns back to the Leadership so we can 

improve our Program.  The Surveys you receive after events 

are an important tool we use to gauge the health of our pro-

gram, so please fill them out ( you can do it anonymously ). 

Please call me anytime to discuss a topic that you feel strongly about; I have an open 

door policy regarding such things.  

Next, please welcome Crazy Horse (Bill Darroch) as our new Assistant Federation Chief 

and Running Buck (Wes Maness) as our new Meshenewa. Crazy Horse will also continue to 

serve as Papoose Nation Chief until April.  He is doing a great job as Nation Chief, and will 

be just as effective as your Federation Chief next year.  Running Buck will bring many new 

braves, princesses, and guides into our tribes and help those tribes grow stronger.  Kudos 

to both of you!  

Finally, now is the time to begin thinking about how you can help your Nations and Tribes 

by volunteering to hold a leadership position.  There are many positions available such as, 

Feather Merchant, Tallykeeper, and Assistant Chief, and many arenôt a major impact on 

your family schedules. For those Braves out there that might be interested in helping 

guide the way for our Federation, there are a couple of Council of Elders positions open 

too.  There is no better way to help out than to jump in and accept the mantle of leader-

ship.  Our all - volunteer program runs on the assistance of all of you.  

Please take time to reflect on all the great times you were able to have with your child by 

participating in this program. Every event you attend shows your child how important they 

are to you. We are building memories that our children will NEVER forget, and we should 

all take pride in that. Yatahey!  

More details on all the events are in the Smoke Signal and on our web site:http://www.Blackland-Prairie.org  

Federation Chief ñLightning Cloudò 

Trailmate ñShining Cloudò 

Zuni Princess ñThundercloudò 

(Jeff, Andie, Keira ) 

http://www.Blackland-Prairie.org
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Ya Ta Hey Mighty Papoose Nation,  

 

I hope everyone has thawed out from the Winter Campout of 2010.  The Win-

ter Campout was full of rain soaked ground, trails, and campsites.  There 

even were snow flurries several times during the weekend.  A little cold 

weather did not get in the way of some fun times.  

The Federation officers passed their headdresses to the new leadership 

Saturday evening during a short bon fire ceremony.  Three Kudos from the 

Papoose Nation to The Great Fireball for his leadership this past year.    

Congratulations to Running Water (Grayson Waters) of the Fox Tribe for 

winning the dessert contest òKids Categoryó with his Strawberry cobbler.  

Way to go Grayson!!!  

February is going to be a busy month with Daddy Daughter Date Night on 

the 21st, and the Federation Fund Raiser Dinner on the 27th.  

Your Tribal Chiefs have tickets you can sell to friends and family for the 

fundraiser.  We also need items for the raffle and silent auction.  The fund-

raiser helps raise the funds for supplies, equipment and patches we use in 

the program.   Please come to this very important evening for the program.  

The cakewalk is always a highlight for the kids.  

It is still not too late to invite friends to join the Father Child Program.  First 

time visitors can come to a campout for free.  What better time to come visit 

than the Spring Campout.  This spring we will be camping on the north end 

Lake Ray Roberts State Park in the Johnson Branch Unit.    

As we start the New Year I challenge each of us to look for ways we can 

make the program better and stronger. Let your chief or federation leader-

ship know of any suggestions you might have. The more you put into the 

program the more you will get out of it.  

Papoose Nation Chief Crazy Horse and Little Nation Chief Mustang   
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Ya-ta-hey, Beautiful Princess Nation!  

As a deviation from the standard article of what activities have occurred, and the activities yet to 

come, I decided to use this monthõs Smoke Signal article to remind all of us Princess Dads of the im-

portant role we play with our young Princesses.  Weõre not only making memories and strengthen-

ing the father -daughter bond; weõre helping our Princesses develop into beautiful, strong young 

women.  

We use Native American culture as the theme for our Father/Child program.  This culture was very 

different from most Western cultures when colonists started arriving in North America.  Specifically, 

the role of women in tribes was very different than the way women were treated by European colo-

nists.  Native American society was not based upon a hierarchical system.  And while there were a 

few important divisions between men and women there was no inherent distinction in value of one 

over the other in the jobs they performed.  Native American women of the past were respected and 

valued for their contribution to the survival of their families. Their knowledge of plants, their ability 

to cure and preserve food and their opinion in political matters were all valued.  While tribes varied 

widely in the skills they employed for survival (hunting, fishing, agriculture, etc.) they all respected 

the role of women and men as equally important to the well being of the tribe.  While the European 

culture that was imbedded in the New World has come a long way, there are still pieces and frag-

ments of that evolving society at play today.  

As fathers, we play an important role as our young Princesses mature into young ladies and adult-

hood.  Many times I find myself caught up in the thought that I am making memories with my daugh-

ters as we have our one -on-one time at campouts, Princess dances, Daddy -daughter date night and 

all our other activities.  But I sometimes need that important reminderé  Iõm not just making memo-

ries for her or myself.   Iõm planting seeds that I am hoping will help her blossom into a strong, inde-

pendent young lady that respects herself as much as she respects others and that she has high self -

esteem for herself amongst all the other qualities I silently hope for her.  Consider for a few mo-

ments the Native American culture we base our program on.  What aspects of that culture can you 

apply to your relationship with your daughter?  What values you are instilling in her today as well as 

to your whole family?  

Enjoy the precious short time you have with your Indian Princess before she moves on to Trail or 

other activities.  Have fun, laugh with her and even cry with her when you need to.  But donõt forget, 

sheõs watching everything you do.  Absorbing how you treat her and others.  Forming her mental 

picture of herself and how she perceives others see her.  And lastly, forming her vision of what a 

man should be; whether that is the vision of a father or a future husband.  Be the Dad (and the man) 

you want her to know.  And help her become the strong independent young lady you hope she will 

become.  

Upcoming Princess Events:  

Daddy Daughter Date Night  is Sunday, February 21 st 

Get your tickets NOW!   Call the Central Y or go online.  Cost is $55 per Daddy -daughter pair 

and $22 per additional child.   

Princess Nation Chief Mighty Wolf (Brian Hill)      

Little Chief Dancing Otter  (Audrey)  

Little Chief Running Deer  (Olivia)    
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YaTaHey Might Guides Nation!  

 

 If you missed out on the January events, you missed some òcooló events!  We be-

gan our month with a fantastic time at the Texas Brahmas hockey club.  We watched the 

Brahmas win the game, then we took over the place for some dodge ball, soccer, football 

and waffle ball.  We eventually took over the ice and played broom ball until the wee 

hours of the morning.  Hud Hass and the Blackfoot once again did a great job War Chief-

ing the event!  

 I hope everyone had a great Winter Campout.  It was cold, but everyone made 

the best of the situation and had a great time!  I think this was the first time Iõve seen snow 

at a campout.  The òCritter Guyó was there, and I swear I heard his snakeõs teeth chatter-

ing! Additionally, there were great movies, and a most excellent dessert contest!  I think 

we may have found a new tradition for our Winter Campouts!  While desserts named 

òKitty Litteró and ôFunky Fritosó tasted much better than their names, the overall winner 

went to the Blackfoot tribe with òSopapilla Cheesecake.ó  Congratulations to the Black-

foot!  Dads and kids proved that this could be a great Winter Campout tradition for years 

to come!  The Choctaw were the lucky recipients of the Spirit Award.  They hosted the 

movie nights and the dessert contest with open arms.  Thanks to Brad Millican and the 

Tonkawa tribe for being the Guides War Chief for the event!  

 Speaking of awards, the Tonkawa tribe once again dominated the òInvitation of 

the Monthó awards!  Congratulations to Jack McDaniel and his big brave James for win-

ning in December, and Levi Adkins and his big brave Frank for winning January!  The 

Tonkawas have been showing great spirit and creativity month after month!  

 Our Federation Fundraiser Dinner is coming up Saturday,  February 27th at 
Boles Jr. High.  Weõll have the silent auction, raffle, BBQ and pizza for dinner and cake 

walk for the kids. The YMCA is accepting your contributions with open arms for the auc-

tion, raffle, and cake walk. All the money stays with our great program and is used to 

help keep the activities affordable. Family and friends are invited to this great event.  

You can buy your tickets from your tribal chief!  

 Did you purchase your Pinewood Derby  car yet?  You can do that at the Central 

YMCA location and join the fun on Saturday, March 6 th !  Cars are only $10 for the first 
child and $6 for each additional child.  If you plan on experimenting with different de-

signs, you can pick up additional cars for only $4.  Iõm looking forward to seeing all the 

unique designs!  

 

Have a great February and I hope to see everyone at the Fundraiser!  

 

Bob òRunning Bobcató Famigletti ð Guides Nation Chief  

Robby òWhite Riveró Famigletti ð Guides Nation Little Chief  
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YaTaHey Mighty Trail Nation!  

 What a Winter Campout we had this year!! The temperature was never above freezing all week-
end but surprisingly we still had a good turnout. Three Kudos to the Trail Girls AKA ñThe Snappasò Jes-
sica Hubble, Allison Adams, Christina Callahan, Casey Frank and Lauren Buck for making the Best Kid 
Desert in the Desert Contest. They entered their World Famous Snappas Doughnut Holes Kudos! Ku-
dos! Kudos!!!!!!!! Thanks to everyone who help and attended the Winter Campout. I think this was the 
coldest one I have ever attended in the last five years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThe Snappasò 

 The Daddy Daughter Date Night is our next event on February 21 at the same place as last 
year.  Please sign up as soon as possible online or at the Central YMCA. This is the one event the 
Rushing Cat will not let me miss! Even our older girls enjoy this event so dadôs dust off the suit and 
dancing shoes and come join the fun!!! 

 And coming up on February 27 is our Annual Fundraising Dinner with the Silent Auction, Dinner, 
Cake Walk, and Raffle. Start gathering your donations to the Silent Auction now from the business and 
restaurants you frequent!!!!!!  This year more than ever our program needs your help and participation 
with this event.  Please invite your family, friends, neighbors, and potential new members to this 
event!!!!! All the proceeds from this event go to our program to help maintain our trailer, equipment and 
to replenish our campout materials. 

 March 26, we have the Family Campout a Lake Ray Roberts and Moms are invited to come, 
campout and enjoy the outdoors with the family. Please plan to attend, you can also invite guest who 
might be interested in the program. 

 The Spring Campout will be the Rafting Trip that was rain out in the fall of last year. Keep your 
fingers cross that the weather is good this time! 

 Walking Crow and I are working on the plan for the Trails End Trip and will have more detail in 
the March Smoke Signal. 

òBobcató (Gene Hubble)   òWalking Crowó (Tracy Storm) 

Trail Nation Chief       Assistant Trail Nation Chief  

817-999-9154     682-465-3155 

ghubble@innoser.com  

 

òRushing Cató (Jessica Hubble) ð Trailmate                                                                                   
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2010 Winter Campout   

 Thanks to all for coming out to this years Winter Campout at Loyd Park.  

The combination of beautiful weather and abundant activities made for some last-

ing memories.  The Geocache was a big hit, and the kickball tournament was a 

blast!  A great time was had by all!  

 Ok, okéso maybe this campout didnôt quite go as planned.  The weather left 

us cold and wet with little hope for anything positive.  Several events were can-

celled, and others were a bit too cold for some of us to brave.  What we should all 

be proud of though, is that even with no silver lining in sight we all managed to 

keep a smile on our faces that helped keep spirits high. (This never seems to be a 

problem for the kids) The weekend kicked off with our traditional Friday movie 

night, and was attended by as many if not more kids than any past years. Satur-

day brought more cold weather, and due to flooding conditions several events had 

to be cancelled. The Critter Guy kept the kids entertained in the afternoon, and our 

first ever dessert competition was a huge success with almost two -dozen entries!  

Some desserts were so delicious that there were some ties for the winner.  See the 

entrants and winners below.  Thanks to everyone who braved the weather and 

helped  us make the best of an otherwise bleak weekend!  

2010 Winter Campout Dessert Contest  

* = Category Winner     ** = Overall Winner  

Modern Category:  Primitive Category:  

Apple Pie ï Waters (Fox)  Coconut Banana Boat ï Cunning-

ham (Zuni)  

*Kitty Litter ï Caddo  Banana Boat ï Farr (Zuni)  

  Cobbler in a Can ï Ford (Zuni)  

Kids Category:  *Coffee Cake ï Hubble (Trail)  

*Donuts ï Hubble (Trail)  *Blueberry Peach ï Kocurek  

Funky Fritos ï Storm (Trail)  Cherry Chocolate Surprise ï Perez 

(Zuni)  

Apples ï Murphy (Fox)  Apple Pie ï Zuni  

*Strawberry Cobbler ï Waters 

(Fox)  

Peach Cobbler w/ Cream ï Hawk  

Worm Dirt ï Karankawa  **Sopapilla Cheesecake ï Hass 

(Blackfoot)  

Chatty Donut ï Winnebago  Strawberry Burrito ï Crow  

Brownies ï Blackfoot  Cherry Pie ï Zuni  

Funnel Cake ï Grey (Trail)  SôMore Hatched ï Schulmann 

(Zuni)  
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Daddy Daughter Date Night  

Break out your tuxedo or best suit in order to be ready for one of the best 

events of the year; itôs time for the Daddy Daughter Date Night dance.  This is 
a favorite event for many of the girls because they wear makeup, get their hair done, 
and put on stylish gowns.  And we, as debonair Dads, take them out for dinner, danc-

ing, and a show.  I am always amazed by how my ñlittle girlò looks so ñgrown-upò on 

this evening.  Donôt miss this opportunity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You should have received your invitation to the dance in the mail before Christmas 
(guys, ask your wife about it).  The dance is Sunday, February 21, 2010 from 5:00 ï 

8:30pm at the same hotel as previous years, but it is now named the Sheraton Arling-
ton Hotel.  It is next to the Ballpark and the Arlington Convention Center (1500 Con-

vention Center Drive Arlington, TX 76011).  Couples are $55.00 + $22.00 each for any 
additional child. Also, a professional photographer will be outside the ballroom offering 

formal portraits of you and your daughter.  

 

As always, guests of Program members and the girls from the Trail and Papoose pro-

grams are welcome.  So if you know a Dad that is interested in spending an evening 

dancing with his daughter, please get 

them to sign up and let us know what 

tribe you are in so they can sit with 

you.  Sign -up for this event by visit-

ing or calling the Arlington YMCA Cen-

tral Branch (817) 274 -9622, or online 

at http://www.ymca -arlington.org/

onlineRegistration.asp .  Please RSVP 

by February 19.   

 

http://www.ymca-arlington.org/onlineRegistration.asp
http://www.ymca-arlington.org/onlineRegistration.asp

