
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruitment... 

Recruit new members for this 

season and get a recruitment 

patch for every new partici-

pant! 

Smoke Signal  
A Publication of the YMCA of Arlington, TX   Father/Child Program  

April 2010 

Inside this issue: Spring Campouts  

Guides April 9 -11 Lake Murray  

Princess April 16 -18 Purtis Creek SP  

Papoose April 23 -25 Ray Roberts SP 

 

Rocket Shoot  

Papoose, Princess, Guides, Trail  

& the entire Family  

May 15 

River Legacy Park  

Cost: FREE!! Patches $3 each 

11:15 am Rockets due for judging (optional)  

12:00 noon Awards  

12:00-2:00 rocket Launching  

Online Registration  

Program & Event reg-

istration is available at  

ymca-arlington.org  

Calendar  2 

Federation Chief  3 

Papoose Chief  4 

Princess Chief  5 

Guides Chief  6 

Trail Chief  7 

Rocket Shoot  8 

Trailõs End Trip 9 

Pinewood Derby Win-

ners  10 

Papoose Fishing  11 

 

Upcoming Eventsé 

Trail Rafting Trip  

May 7-9 

New Braunfels  

Cost: $55/person  

Elder: Jim Norris 817.419.9053   Elder: Gene Hubble 817.457.7466   Elder: Mike Ginani 469.767.3051  

Elder: John Geyerman 817.473.0218 Elder: David Adams    Elder: Jim Gammon  

Elder: Wes Maness 817.645.0313  Elder: Charles Richards 817.522.3810 Bold names are new elders this year.  

Federation Chief : Jeff Cloud 817.453.4641        Asst. Federation Chief : Bill Darroch  

Program Manager : Rodney Smith 817.505.3383 rodneys@ymca -arlington.org  

  Papoose Chief : Bill Darroch    Guides Chief : Bob Famigletti  

  Princess Chief : Brian Hill     Trail Chief : Gene Hubble  

Federation Meshenewa : Wes Maness 
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Events Papoose Princess Guides Trail

3-5 Yrs K-3rd K-3rd 4th & up

New Chief's Orientation 16-Jun 16-Jun 16-Jun 16-Jun

YMCA YMCA YMCA YMCA

4th of July Parade (Arlington) 4-Jul 4-Jul 4-Jul 4-Jul

Little Chiefs Longhouse 18-Aug 18-Aug 18-Aug 18-Aug

Carnival 29-Aug 29-Aug 29-Aug 29-Aug

Trail Event Sep 11 - Sep 13

Rafting Trip

New Dad's Orientation 8-Sep 8-Sep 8-Sep 8-Sep

YMCA YMCA YMCA YMCA

Induction 19-Sep 19-Sep 19-Sep 19-Sep

Lake Arlington Lake Arlington Lake Arlington Lake Arlington

Fall Campout Event Sep 25 - 27 Oct 23 - 25 Oct 16 - 18 Oct 2 - 4

Cleburne SP Cooper Lake Eisenhower SP

Rock climbing - 

Pedernales Falls 

SP

Turkey Shoot 7-Nov 7-Nov 7-Nov 7-Nov

Federation Community Day 14-Nov 14-Nov 14-Nov 14-Nov

Papoose Event 21-Nov

Princess Dance 4-Dec

Arlington Parade of Lights 12-Dec 12-Dec 12-Dec 12-Dec

Papoose Christmas Party 13-Dec

Federation Winter Campout Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31 Jan 29 - 31

Loyd Park Loyd Park Loyd Park Loyd Park

Daddy Daughter Date Night 21-Feb

Father-Son Event 8-Jan

Federation Fund Raiser Dinner 27-Feb 27-Feb 27-Feb 27-Feb

Pinewood Derby 6-Mar 6-Mar 6-Mar 6-Mar

Papoose Event 13-Mar

Family Campout Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28 Mar 26 - 28

Ray Roberts - IDB Ray Roberts - IDB Ray Roberts- - IDB Ray Roberts - IDB

Spring Campout Event Apr 23 - 25 Apr 16 - 18 Apr 9 - 11 May 7 - 9

Ray Roberts - JB Purtis Creek Lake Murray Rafting Trip

Rocket Shoot 15-May 15-May 15-May 15-May

Chief's Appreciation Dinner 18-May 18-May 18-May 18-May

Trail End Trip June 10 - 13 June 10 - 13 June 10 - 13

San Ant/ Lexington San Ant/ Lexington San Ant/ Lexington

Updated: 3/2/2010

YMCA Father/Child Program

Events Calendar 2009-2010

** The latest calendar will always be online at this address: http://www.ymca -arlington.org/fcEventCalendar.asp  
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As promised in last monthôs Smoke Signal, April is 
here and that means it is time for the outgoing 

Nation and Tribal Chiefs to pass their headdresses 
at the Spring campouts. Our chiefs have worked 

hard all year, and have been excellent examples to 
their children by being leaders. Weôve all heard the 
saying ï ñYou get out what you put in.ò Nowhere is 

that more true than in our program. Kudos to all 
past, present, and future chiefs! You keep this pro-

gram alive.  Take a moment at your Spring Camp-
out to say Elah Kwah (Thank You in the native 
Zuni tongue) to both your outgoing Tribal Chief 

and Nation Chief.  Donôt hesitate to introduce yourself to the outgoing and incom-
ing Nation Chiefs; there is no better way to feel part of our extended family than 

to be on a first name (Indian or otherwise) basis with your leadership.  
 
The spring campouts mark the beginning of an exciting but trepidation filled time 

for the new chiefs who will accept these leadership headdresses for the coming 
year. Lend a supportive word, or even better a helping hand, to their new position 

and responsibilities and make it more successful by your assistance.  Please take 
a moment to welcome your new chief, and thank him in advance for stepping up 

to be a leader.  
 
A special Elah Kwah! to all the outgoing Nation chiefs whoôve helped make my job 

much easier with their dedication and hard work. Crazy Horse (Bill Darroch), Run-
ning Bobcat (Bob Famigletti), Mighty Wolf (Brian Hill), and Bobcat (Gene Hubble). 

I would also like to welcome our new Nation chiefs, Standing Stone (Jay Moore), 
Teaching Bear (Mike Ginani), Moon (Scott Ferrell), and Walking Crow (Tracy 
Storm). I have the utmost confidence in you, and know that you will serve your 

nations and our federation well.  
 
ñGrown men can learn from very little children for the hearts of the little children are 
pure.  
Therefore, the Great Spirit may show to them many things which older people miss.ò 
Black Elk  

 Washte,  

Federation Chief ñLightning Cloudò 
Trailmate ñShining Cloudò 

Zuni Princess ñThundercloudò 
(Jeff, Andie, Keira) 

 
More details on all the events are in the Smoke Signal and on our web site:  

http://www.Blackland -Prairie.org  

http://www.Blackland-Prairie.org
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Ya Ta Hey Mighty Papoose Nation,  

 

The Pinewood Derby, Fishing Event and Family Campout are all in the history 
books.  I hope everyone was able to enjoy these events in March.  

 

I continue to encourage the entire Papoose Nation to work on deeds to com-
plete the patches.  You have until noon on April 19 th to turn in your final deeds to 
earn a patch at the campout.  I look forward to presenting many achievement 
patches as we gather around the nation fire on April 24th.  

 

The spring campout bonfire is the time for the current chiefs to pass their head-
dresses to the new tribal chiefs.  Each tribe should have an assistant chief who 
will receive the headdress and assume the leadership of your tribe.   

We will have the traditional nation meal Saturday evening before the bonfire 
ceremony.   I look forward to a great time of fellowship as we gather.  

 

It is still not too late to invite friends to join the Father Child Program.  First time 
visitors can come to a campout for free.  What better time to come visit than the 
Spring Campout.  In Just a few weeks we will be camping on the north end Lake 
Ray Roberts State Park in the Johnson Branch Unit on April 23 rd  ð 25th.  You 
can sign up now online!  

The last event of the program is the rocket shoot on May 15 th in River Legacy 
Park.   Build a rocket or just come out and watch, it will be a day of excitement 
for all.  

As Spring and Summer are approaching, be sure to schedule some tribal meet-
ings, bike rides, and just have some fun as a tribe.   

In a few weeks I will be passing my headdress to Standing Stone of the Hawk 
Tribe.  He will lead the Papoose Nation on many adventures in the upcoming 
months.  

 

This will be my last Smoke Signal article as your Papoose Nation Chief; it has 
been an honor to serve alongside the five great papoose tribal chiefs this year.  
Mustang and I will look back on this time with fond memories.  

  

 Papoose Nation Chief Crazy Horse and Little Nation Chief Mustang  
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Ya-ta-hey, Beautiful Princess Nation!  

The Spring Campout is nearly upon us!  This is the event where we will have our ceremony for passing headdresses 

on to next yearõs tribal and nation leadership.  As such, this will be my final opportunity to address you as your Na-

tion Chief.  I wanted to spend my article space this final month handing out some well earned KUDOõs!  Starting next 

month our incoming Princess Nation Chief, Mike Ginani, will be taking over the reins.  Mike is a long -time program 

member and is also on the Council of Elders.  I know we will be in great hands with Mike!  

 

I want to thank all the Princess Tribe Chiefs and the entire Princess Nation membership for your hard work and 

dedication in making this a very successful year.  KUDOS!  All our activities are a direct result of the time and effort 

each of you spend planning and executing (and applying òlessons learnedó to) our activities.  Whether you were a 

War Chief, or a helping hand at an event, this program is fueled by your efforts.  The more we put in, the more we 

and our beautiful princesses get out.  Thank you for making my job easy this past year!  

 

I especially want to thank Rodney as program director for the YMCA for everything he does for this program.  I 

know personally, as many of the leadership that has worked closely with him also know, we would not have this pro-

gram if it was not expressly for his efforts.  He has a passion and dedication for this program few have witnessed or 

understand.  Please take some time to consider what it takes to keep a program like this (a completely volunteer run 

program) going year -after -year as families grow in and out of the Federation.  Rodney cannot possibly please eve-

ryone all of the time with such a wide variety of personal wants and needs when it comes to how we spend time with 

our children.  But I know every decision Rodney makes is the best decision he can to ensure this program continues 

on for families that have yet to have the opportunity to experience it.  From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU, 

Rodney.  I am thankful for the opportunity to be part of this program and plan to do everything I can to help you 

keep it going longer after Dancing Otter and Running Deer have moved on.  I still have Evelyn joining Papoose the 

fall of 2011 and one more little Hill (the bunõs in the oven) planned to hit the Federation in the fall of 2013. 

 

Do you have a friend or neighbor with kids that you think would enjoy our program?  Invite them to our Spring 

Campout!  They can come for FREE and experience all the fun we have first hand.  The vast majority of our member-

ship joins the program because someone they knew referred them.  Very few families find us on their own.  The 

best way YOU can help keep our program healthy is to tell your friends and neighbors about our program.  Every 

year, a group of kiddos graduate from our program and a new crop of youngsters join.  We have to think about re-

cruiting new members all the time!!!  

REMINDER :  The Princess Spring Campout, April 16 -18th, is at Purtis Creek State Park .   

Also, donõt forget our upcoming Rocket Shoot.  Itõs the last Federation event before we go on summer break.  Itõs an 

event for the whole family .  So pack a picnic, get mom and the whole family and come spend your day at the park! 

Last up for the year is the Trailõs End Trip to San Antonio and Corpus Christi. The Trail Nation Chief has put together 

an action-packed itinerary that has something for everyone. The event is open to all Trail members, and all current 

3rd graders who will be moving up to the Trail Nation next year. There is more information on these events else-

where in this issue.  

Humbly and Respectfully,  

  Out with the old(er)é  éand in with the new! 

Nation Chief Mighty Wolf (Brian Hill)   Teaching Bear  (Mike Ginani)  

Little Chief Dancing Otter  (Audrey)  Dancing Daisy (Madison Ginani)  

Little Chief Running Deer  (Olivia)        
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Ya Ta Hey Mighty Guides Nation!!  

We are heading into the last few months of our program year.  I hope everyone had a 

great time at the Pinewood Derby in March, as well as a great Spring Break!  

At our monthly Longhouse meeting, our March invitation of the month winner went to 

Tristan Moses  and his big brave Chad Moses  of the Blackfoot Tribe!    Tristan made a te-

pee invitation and gave us explicit instructions on construction our own in the future!  Con-

gratulations on a great job Tristan!  

We kick off April with our Spring Campout on April 9 th - 11 th  at Lake Murray State Park 
in Oklahoma.   �:�H�·�O�O���K�D�Y�H���N�L�F�N�E�D�O�O���J�D�P�H�V�����E�L�N�H���U�L�G�H�V�����Z�D�W�H�U���E�D�O�O�R�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���I�X�Q����
�7�K�L�V���L�V���\�R�X�U���O�D�V�W���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���J�H�W���W�K�H���S�D�W�F�K�H�V���\�R�X�·�Y�H���H�D�U�Q�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�����V�R���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���\�R�X��
�Q�R�W�L�I�\���\�R�X�U���W�U�L�E�D�O���F�K�L�H�I���L�I���\�R�X�·�Y�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���D�Q���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�������7�K�L�V���L�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���Z�K�H�Q���K�H�D�G��
dresses are handed from Chief to Assistant Chief.  We will also recognize those little 

braves who are graduating into the Trail program next year.  This is also a great time to 

�E�U�L�Q�J�� �J�X�H�V�W�V�� �V�R�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�D�Q�� �V�H�H�� �Z�K�D�W�� �Z�H�·�U�H�� �D�E�R�X�W���� �� �*�X�H�V�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �I�U�H�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �I�L�U�V�W��
�F�D�P�S�R�X�W���Z�L�W�K���X�V�������,�W�·�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�R�R���H�D�U�O�\���R�U���W�R�R���O�D�W�H���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���R�X�U���J�U�H�D�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� 

�'�R�Q�·�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�K�H��Rocket Shoot on May 15 th  at River Legacy Park in Arlington .  This is 

always a fun event for friends and family.  Bring your chairs, snacks, and of course your 

model rockets and be prepared for a day of entertainment!  

�/�D�V�W���X�S�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �7�U�D�L�O�·�V�� �(�Q�G�� �7�U�L�S�� �W�R�� �6�D�Q�� �$�Q�W�R�Q�L�R�� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�U�S�X�V�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L���� �7�K�H�� �7�U�D�L�O��
Nation Chief has put together an action -packed itinerary that has something for everyone. 

The event is open to all Trail members, and all current 3rd graders who will be moving up 

to the Trail Nation next year. There is more information on these events elsewhere in this 

issue. 

�$�V�� �,�·�P�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H���� �,�·�P�� �U�H�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �P�\�� �I�D�U�H�Z�H�O�O���� �� �%�\�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�[�W��
Smoke Signal comes out, my Assistant Nation Chief �² Scott Ferrell of the Blackfoot tribe 

�Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���U�H�L�J�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���*�X�L�G�H�V�������6�F�R�W�W�·�V���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�V���V�H�F�R�Q�G���W�R��
none, and I look forward to next year under his guidance!   

I want to thank all of you for your participation and dedication to the program, as well as a 

big KUDOS �W�R���D�O�O���W�K�H���*�X�L�G�H�V���&�K�L�H�I�V���W�K�D�W���,�·�Y�H���K�D�G���W�K�H���K�R�Q�R�U���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U������
This fantastic year went way too quickly!  

I look forward to seeing everyone at the Spring Campout!  

YA TA HEY!!! 

�%�R�E���´�5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���%�R�E�F�D�W�µ���)�D�P�L�J�O�H�W�W�L���² Guides Nation Chief  

�5�R�E�E�\���´�:�K�L�W�H���5�L�Y�H�U�µ���)�D�P�L�J�O�H�W�W�L���² Guides Little Nation Chief  


